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Sisters of St. Francis Dedicate Statue of Mother Marianne Cope at Kewalo Basin Park on Her Feast Day, Jan. 23
HONOLULU— A larger than life-sized bronze statue of Mother Marianne Cope, honoring her work of ministering to Hawaii’s people with Hansen’s disease, will be dedicated and unveiled on Saturday, Jan. 23—her feast day—at Kewalo Basin Park.  The dedication ceremony begins at 10 a.m. The location is very near to where the ship Mariposa docked 126 years ago with Mother Marianne and six Franciscan sisters aboard.

The six-foot statue stands on a steel and concrete pedestal on a mound looking across the ocean, dressed in a full-length habit and veil, rosary and crucifix similar to what she wore in those days.  The statue is about a foot taller than Mother Marianne’s actual height, because it depicts her inner power beyond her size. 

“We are pleased to honor Mother Marianne with this statue at a location in close proximity to where she landed in Hawaii,” said Sister William Marie Eleniki, OSF, Chief 

Administrator of St. Francis Healthcare Foundation and former Regional Minister of the Sisters of St. Francis in Hawaii.  “When people see this statue, we hope they will understand the unconditional love that Mother Marianne had for those who were shunned from society simply for the misfortune of having Hansen’s disease.” 

Mother Marianne and the Sisters’ arrival in Hawaii in 1883 marked the beginning of their rich legacy of compassionate care, courage, and self-sacrificing love for the sake of Hawaii’s people which continues to this day.
In response to King Kalakaua’s plea for nursing Sisters to come to Hawaii to care for the forsaken people with Hansen’s disease, Mother Marianne wrote, “I am hungry for the work…”  This line was particularly meaningful to Sister Rosaire as she created the statue and has been incorporated into the plaque to accompany the statue.

Mother Marianne was beatified in a ceremony at St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome, Italy, on May 14, 2005, where she was bestowed the title of Blessed and awaits canonization into sainthood.
About the Sculptor
Sister Rosaire Kopczenski, OSF, from Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, was commissioned to create the statue by the Sisters of St. Francis during their 125th anniversary in Hawaii in 2008.   The unveiling commemorates Mother Marianne’s birthday—her feast day.  She was born Barbara Koob in 1838 and took the name Marianne after being accepted into the community of Franciscan Sisters. 
Before creating the statue, Sister Rosaire spent hours researching human anatomy and reading many books about Mother Marianne as well as five weeks in Hawaii to immerse herself in the local culture.  

“I visited Hawaii with the intent of gaining a deeper understanding of Mother Marianne’s compassion for Hawaii’s people.  It was a life-changing experience for me,” Sister Rosaire said, her words filled with emotion.  “I was able to visit the very same places where Mother Marianne served more than 100 years ago, and I could begin to see the Islands through her eyes.  

“I began to feel overwhelmed by the needs of Hawaii’s people, just as she must have felt.  I tried to capture those feelings and the respect and reverence for Mother Marianne here in the islands by making the statue larger than life-size because of her many accomplishments.”
Sister Rosaire first sculpted a three-foot model of an anatomically correct woman’s figure to ensure that when the clothes were added, they would fall realistically and proportionally. She then traveled with the model to the Carolina Bronze Studio in Seagrove, North Carolina, where portions of the model were removed to be digitally scanned and enlarged. Styrofoam was used for the base as Sister Rosaire began the process of molding clay to the actual size. 
Sister Rosaire said the hands of the statue were “especially detailed and important.” She said she chose a hula pose that reflected the religious background of the dance, in which one hand is extended to depict help and service to others, while the other hand is on her heart to show empathy, compassion and care. 
The entire process took 11 months, although Sister Rosaire originally thought it would take her two years to complete the statue. 

Sister Rosaire received her bachelor’s and master’s degrees in art and has periodically produced a number of sculptures, paintings and icons. Because most of her work has focused on abstract pieces, she said there was a bit of a challenge to make Mother Marianne as lifelike as possible.
Special thanks go to the Hawaii Community Development Authority, Friends of the Kewalo Basin Park Association, R.M. Towill Corporation, and Albert C. Kobayashi, Inc. for their support and assistance.

A trust has been set up for the maintenance of the statue.
Background
The Sisters’ first mission was at the Government Branch Hospital, a receiving station in Kakaako for Hansen’s disease patients, where they immediately improved living conditions.  In 1884, when Maui needed a general hospital, Mother Marianne was asked to open and take charge of a new hospital at Wailuku, Maui named “Malulani” (now Maui Memorial Medical Center).
Kapiolani Home for girls was opened in 1885 to care for the children of Molokai patients with Hansen’s disease.  The children themselves were free from the disease and needed to be separated from their parents.

It took five years before the Sisters received permission to go to Kalaupapa, Molokai, where more than a thousand people with Hansen’s disease were exiled.  Upon arrival at Kalaupapa, they took charge of Bishop Home for women and girls. Mother Marianne 
restored dignity and beauty to their lives, sewing dresses in the latest fashions for them and planting flower gardens and fruit trees.  
When Father Damien De Veuster died from Hansen’s disease in 1889, Mother Marianne succeeded him in running the home for boys at Kalawao and built Baldwin Home for boys in 1893.  Mother Marianne never returned to Syracuse and spent the last 30 years of her life at Kalaupapa.  She died in 1918.  Mother Marianne’s prophecy has been fulfilled that none of the Sisters who attended to Hansen’s disease patients in Hawaii would contract the disease.  She did not excuse those caring for patients from stringent handwashing and sanitary procedures.  Yet, her companion Sisters felt that Mother Marianne was certain that Divine Providence would protect the Sisters. 

###

About the Sisters of St. Francis
Following in the footsteps of Mother Marianne, the Sisters of St. Francis have grown to become a major force in Hawaii, making remarkable contributions in health care and education, including St. Francis Healthcare System of Hawaii and Saint Francis School, respectively throughout our island state.
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