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Sister M. Sylvia Schuler
September 19, 1918 – March 29, 2008
With her parents’ love and support and the example of the Sisters of St. Francis, who taught her at St. Henry School in the Arlington Heights section of Pittsburgh, Sister Sylvia followed her desire to become a member of the congregation in Millvale. For a few short years, Sylvia taught children in the middle grades in schools staffed by the sisters in the Diocese of Pittsburgh. 

After obtaining a master’s degree in hospital administration from St. Louis University, she became assistant administrator at St. Francis Medical Center in Pittsburgh. She continued in this ministry until 1977 when she succeeded the late Sister M. Adele Meiser as executive director. In 1984 she became president and chief executive officer of St. Francis Health System, piloting what was the largest hospital in western Pennsylvania through its biggest building program. During her tenure at St. Francis, Sylvia shepherded a change in the corporate structure of this single hospital to a health care system which had grown to include three hospitals, three skilled nursing facilities, numerous satellite facilities, a health insurance organization, and a health foundation among other affiliates necessary to fulfill the mission of St. Francis. 

When Sylvia retired in 1994, she continued to serve as president/chief executive officer emeritus and administrative consultant at St. Francis Medical Center until she joined the sisters in Prayer Ministry in 2000. When the health system closed in 2002, Sylvia moved to St. Bartholomew’s Convent in Pittsburgh’s Penn Hills neighborhood, where she took an active part in parish events and won the hearts of many parishioners. As her health continued to fail, Sylvia moved to the motherhouse health care unit in 2006. 

Sylvia lived only for and with her beloved Jesus. She followed him in life by her prayer and ministry. No matter how busy she was, she always found time for the Lord first. She witnessed to his life through her own goodness, kindness, humility, charity, and during the past several years through her patient suffering. Through all this, she never lost her kind words and her beautiful smile for everyone.

We will miss Sylvia’s gentle, loving presence among us, but we know that she will intercede for us from her heavenly home. 

