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Sister M. Marcellus Schratz
July 19, 1917 – April 19, 2008

Rosalia Blanche Schratz joined the Sisters of St. Francis from St. Joseph Parish in the Bloomfield section of Pittsburgh in September of 1935, and received the name Sister M. Marcellus. For most of her religious life, she taught children in the primary grades in schools staffed by the sisters in the Diocese of Pittsburgh, including those in Imperial, Butler and Midland. Everywhere she went she was dearly loved by children and to this day, many recall those early days of their lives under her loving guidance. 
After retiring from the classroom, Marcellus ministered in home health care at Our Lady Help of Christians/Corpus Christi in Pittsburgh, and later as a Montessori school staff member at St. Francis Medical Center in Pittsburgh. In 1991, she began working on the staff at Bry-Mard Apartments in Pittsburgh. Here she helped to prepare meals for senior adult who resided there. Her joyful spirit endeared her to the residents. Compassionate by nature, she helped them accept their sufferings and make their lives happier. She continued in this ministry until 2006, when failing health brought her to the Motherhouse where she joined the sisters in Prayer Ministry. 

One of Marcellus’ greatest joys during her teaching years was preparing children to receive the Sacraments for the very first time. Her joy mingled with theirs as they came to know and love the Lord more through Reconciliation and Holy Communion.

Marcellus always said that she talked everything over with the Lord. We trust that she continues to talk everything over with him in his loving presence.

