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Sister Joan Hupp

Sister Joan Hupp, a former teacher and principal, embraced Sister Death on July 19, 2005.  She was an exemplary religious woman, a professional and a very dedicated educator.  She served on the congregational leadership team.  Roles were: Director of Ministries, Shared Futures project member, Director of Temporary Professed, and a member of the Formation Team.  She was on the Boards of Gerard Place, Holy Family Home, Administration, Juvenile Diabetes, and a Trustee of St. Mary’s, Lancaster.

Sister Joan was born into this world on November 29, 1935, the Feast of All Franciscan Saints.  She was the only child of Dorothy Barber, herself an only child, and Tom Hupp.  She was, however, the antithesis of the stereotype of an only child: she was beloved, but not spoiled; she had confidence to speak her mind, but was never domineering or self-centered; she enjoyed and used the “things” of this world, but was never selfish.  On the contrary, she was loving, communicative and generous.

A graduate of Bishop O’Hern in 1953, she entered the congregation of the Sisters of St. Francis the following August.  She was educated at Canisius College, the Catholic University of America, Niagara University and Christ the King Seminary, she became herself an educator par excellence both as a teacher and an administrator. She loved people, and will always be lovingly remembered by everyone who was fortunate enough to have known and been touched by her.

Her teaching/principal assignments included Archbishop Carroll High School, Buffalo; St. Mary’s High School, Lancaster; St. Francis High School, Athol Springs and Ss. Peter & Paul, Williamsville until 1997, when she was elected to the congregational leadership team.

Sister Joan was the recipient of the “Bishop’s Award to High School Teachers”; the St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Award sponsored by the Federation of Catholic School Parents, the Diocese of Buffalo, and the Buffalo Chapter of the NYS Federation of Catholic School Parents.  Her motto might well have been “Carpe Diem!” because she seized each day and encouraged others to do the same.

