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Sister Eleanor Galucki, a Sister of St. Francis for 21 years, died Sunday, November 11, 2007, at the age of 86 in St. Mary of the Angels Health Care Center.
Born Eleanor B. Platek in the Black Rock area of Buffalo, N.Y., she married John Galucki in 1941.  They raised a family of six children, 4 boys and 2 girls.  While John was in the service during WW II, Eleanor worked for NFTA and later at J.H. Williams.  In 1973, her husband died.
In her 60’s, when Eleanor had been married and widowed, raised her family, and had worked and volunteered with many human services in the area, she felt called to the life of a Franciscan woman.  In September of 1986, she entered the Sisters of St. Francis and grew into and lived THE THIRD ORDER RULE OF LIFE.  Eleanor demonstrated and lived great humility.
The Rule states:  “In that love which is God all the brothers and sisters, whether they are engaged in prayer, or in announcing the word of God, or in serving, or in doing manual labor, should strive to be humble in everything.”(Chapter IX, #31)
There was not a prideful element in her, except her rightful pride in her beautiful family.  She never sought attention to herself but was content in being in the background, always enjoying life and sharing it with others, seeing what needed to be done and doing it.  Before she was a Franciscan, she volunteered with the American Red Cross, The Association for the Blind, The Catalician Center and Literacy Volunteers.  She was a choir member at St. Christopher’s Parish in Tonawanda and a member of Ladies Auxiliary Brighton Volunteer Fire Company.  As a Franciscan sister, she volunteered for many years at the Little Portion Friary among the homeless in Buffalo.  She would always do the men’s laundry.  After she did the wash, she would find other menial jobs that needed to be done. You would find her always humming a song and never complaining.  She also worked at SS Peter and Paul’s School in Williamsville, St. Anthony’s School in South Carolina, and later did community service at St. Mary of the Angels by helping in the kitchen.  In her last years she participated primarily in prayer ministry.
In another part of THE THIRD ORDER RULE it says, “Let them neither dominate nor seek power over one another, but let them willingly serve and obey one another with that genuine love which comes from each one’s heart.” (Chapter VIII, #25)
This was the very core of Sr. Eleanor.  She had a genuine humble love for everyone.  Her example inspired and brightened the lives of many.  She is now at peace with our loving God.
