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On the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe, (December 12, 2005), Sister Dolores Wittmann went to her eternal reward in a quiet, peaceful manner, quite in keeping with her gentle, lifelong demeanor.  Among her ancestors were her grandparents who came to Orchard Park, New York in the 1890’s when there was so much bigotry that a Catholic carpenter could not get work.  Her grandparents were among the pioneers in the founding of Nativity Parish with the help of Msgr. Nelson Baker.  

Sister Dolores was born on January 12, 1926 and baptized in Nativity of Our Lord Church in Orchard Park.  She entered the 

Sisters of St. Francis in Williamsville in 1944 and was finally professed in 1950.  For a time in her religious life she was known as Sister Helen Marie.  With her siblings, she grew up, enjoying the freedom of her grandmother’s 22 acres of fields, gardens, pasture, orchard and woods.  Her love of gardening and nature were to remain all of her life.  Murder mysteries, biographies, and travel books, and collecting cartoons were among her hobbies.  She became an accomplished cook during her mission experiences.

Schools that she attended included:  Nativity of Our Lord, Orchard Park High, Canisius College, the University of Notre Dame, Knox College and Ohio State University, majoring in science and chemistry which she taught for many years.  She served at St. James, St. Mary’s, Swormville, St. Gerard’s, St. Nicholas, St. Mary’s, Lancaster, St. John Neumann, Archbishop Carroll, Timau Secondary School in Kenya, East Africa, and St. Anselm and St. Anselm and St. Stanislaus in Chicago.  She was also stationed at

St. Francis, Turner/Carroll, and St. Aloysius, Springville.

Sister Dolores had a quick sense of humor and a great zest for life.

May she rest in the peace she has so well deserved.

