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                              SISTER MARY ANDREW RIZZO

Born December 7, 1916 in Brooklyn, NY.  Her parents also had two boys and three girls.  After high school, Anna worked as a secretary.  She attended daily Mass and novenas at St. Andrew’s Church.  A priest there, observing her piety, told her she was going to become a Franciscan nun.  Anna entered the Sisters of St. Francis in 1947 and received the name Sister Mary Andrew.  Her active ministries included:  Mt. Loretto as a child care worker; the Motherhouse as a sacristan and care of the chaplain; St. Joseph’s Convent as cook; and St. Agnes Hospital as Head of Escort Messenger Service.  Sister related well to people and went out of her way to do things for anyone in need.


She loved the priests who were placed in her charge and spared no effort to care for them.  As sacristan, she considered it an honor for her to keep God’s house clean and labored over every floral arrangement as a gift to the Lord.  She had great culinary skills.  Nothing was too good for her sisters.  Rice pudding and Irish Soda Bread were special.  She would bake hundreds of loaves of the latter for St. Patrick’s Day and they were sold quickly.


Sister Mary Andrew was very close to her family and enjoyed visiting with them.  She was a very devoted and sincere friend to Sister Barbara Ann Sansone.  Her death occurred on March 4, 2006.  She will be deeply missed by her family and many friends.  May she now rest in the Peace of God.

