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Sister Stella Marie Alessi

December 25, 1918 ​– August 14, 2010

Sister Stella Marie Alessi, a Sister of St. Francis for over 74 years and a primary teacher for much of her life, died Saturday, August 14, 2010 in St. Mary of the Angels Health Care Center in Williamsville, NY. She was 91.

Born Therese Alessi in Anita, Pennsylvania to parent who were from Sicily, she grew up in the coal mining area of western Pennsylvania. Although short of stature, Sister Stella Marie was deeply grounded in her call to be a Franciscan woman religious.

There were many ways in which she was faithful, one of which was minority ​– to not seek high places and recognition ​–to walk humbly with God. The Rule of the Third Order Regular of St. Francis which she accepted when she entered says:  “Let the brothers and sisters be gentle, peaceful and unassuming, mild and humble…”

What a graced example we have had of this in Stella Marie. Whether she was teaching little children, working with her sister in the kitchen, or most recently in our Health Center crocheting or before the Blessed Sacrament for her Holy Hour, she was God’s “little one” in stature and in not wanting to be fussed over, but she definitely was not little of heart. She was faithful in her ministry, warm and loving in her sharing with all of us and always rooted with faith and trust in her good and gracious God. Her prayer was the bedrock of her life. God was her true focus.

Thank you, Stella Marie. May you know the fullness of God’s special love for you. 

