Sister Mary Lucille Irr, OSF
November 28, 1926 – August 25, 2009
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In 1945, Marcella Irr entered the Sisters of St. Francis and was given the name, Sister Mary Lucille.  As a Sister of St. Francis, she accepted the Rule and Life of the Third Order of St. Francis as a guide to how she would live out the Gospel in her life.  In Chapter II #6 we read:  “Led by God, let them begin a life of penance, conscious that all of us must be continuously and totally converted.  As a sign of their conversion and consecration to gospel life, they are to clothe themselves plainly and to live in simplicity.”  In Chapter III of the Rule, it says that “Everywhere and in each place, and in every season and each day, the brothers and sisters are to have a true and humble faith.”

For 64 years, S. Mary Lucille lived a simple and humble life.  She was teacher for 16 years and also taught Religious Education where she shared her faith with her students.  After leaving the educational field in 1964, S. Lucille spent many years in community service helping in the infirmary for eleven years, then in the kitchen and wherever she could be of service to others.  As a true daughter of St. Francis of Assisi, throughout the year she would enjoy walking on the grounds of St. Mary of the Angels and then sharing her observations with the sisters about the animal and plant life she had encountered.  Lucille saw the beauty of creation and gave praise and thanks to the creator.  Our Rule goes on to say, “With all that they are, let them adore God because ‘we should pray always and not lose heart’: this is what God desires.”
We have sent home to God our “hidden pearl.”  Years ago when we were all asked to write a brief biography of ourselves, at the end of her biography she wrote that she was blessed with a religious vocation to the Williamsville Franciscans  “ who have been so patient with me over the years.”  She did not realize how she blessed us.  A nurse from our health care center shared that “she was so humble and she had no sense of entitlement.”  For many years Lucille struggled with her illness and in that faithfulness she has blessed us.  Perhaps there were times that we would only see signs of her illness or that intense worried look of hers.  But now, as we take the time, we stand back humbled and grateful.  We have had a hidden pearl in our midst.

We now send Lucille home to our God who has loved you so tenderly.  We thank her for sharing her personhood.  Perhaps now we will take more time to come to know better our other hidden pearls.

