Sister Marie Dorothy Clitheroe
July 29, 1925 – November 20, 2010
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A Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated for Sister Marie Dorothy Clitheroe at 9:30 a.m., Tuesday, November 23 in St. Mary of the Angels Chapel at 201 Reist Street, Williamsville, NY. Sister Dorothy died Saturday at Sisters of Charity Hospital, St. Joseph Campus.

Born Irene Clitheroe in Hamilton, Ontario in Canada, she attended school in Buffalo and graduated from St. Nicholas Academy. After completing a Teacher Training Program, she taught at Sacred Heart School in Buffalo. Six years later in 1950, she entered the Franciscan Sisters of the Divine Child and took the name Marie Dorothy. In 2003, she became a Sister of St. Francis of the Third Order Regular of Buffalo when her congregation merged with the order.

She earned her Bachelor’s Degree in Education from Medaille College and her Master’s in Education from Canisius College.
An educator for over 40 years, she taught at Immaculate Heart of Mary Elementary School in Buffalo, DeSales High School in Lockport where she also was Assistant Principal, Turner High School and Turner-Carroll High School in Buffalo. For six years she served on the Board of Catholic Education for the Diocese of Buffalo, primarily helping them further develop their religious education program.  Sister served on the Leadership Council of the Franciscan Sisters of the Divine Child and from 1988 to 1996 was the General Minister. Later she worked with the McAuley-Seton Home Care.
Sister Marie Dorothy had priorities: She loved her God, her family, community, education, sports and pets. Maybe pets came in a little higher.  Her heart rate may not have been strong but her heart rate of love was over the top. She was a very generous and grateful person. This wonderful Franciscan woman of prayer has completed her work on earth and has been called home to the One to whom she has dedicated her life. May she rest in peace.
