[image: image1.jpg]


           

Sister M. Thomas Reddy
March 10, 1913 – April 15, 2008

Sister M Thomas (baptized Mathilda Margaret Reddy) joined the Sisters of St. Francis in 1929, from St. Bernard Parish, Pittsburgh. After her novitiate years at Mount Alvernia, she began her teaching career at St. Joseph School in Pittsburgh’s Mount Oliver neighborhood. From 1936 to 1954 she taught high school business classes in the Dioceses of Pittsburgh and Altoona-Johnstown. She then served as principal at St. Wendelin School in Pittsburgh until 1960. 

When she retired from the classroom, Thomas traveled to Columbus, Ga., where she ministered on the staff at St. Francis Hospital. After further studies at Xavier University, she served as manager in the Admission Office and assistant administrator of St. Francis Hospital in New Castle, Pa. From 1967 to 1981, she served on the General Council of the congregation. She later ministered in the Business Office at Mount Alvernia, until she joined the sisters in Prayer Ministry in 1994. 

Thomas loved to tell stories about her very close and loving family. Her mother raised canaries and as a child, Matilda loved to listen to the birds sing and watch her mother care for them. When she and her siblings knew her father would be coming home from work, they would run to meet him at the corner and escort him home – always eager to see what he brought home for them in his lunch box.

Thomas will always be remembered for her great concern for others, her compassion and kindness, as well as her wonderful sense of humor, often referring to her family name and stating that she was “always Reddy.” Even when her health began to decline, she would smile, shrug her shoulders and say something like “I’m Reddy.” 

We thank God for Thomas’ life among us and pray that now our loving God holds her gently and lovingly in his arms.

Sister M. Marcellus Schratz
July 19, 1917 – April 19, 2008

Rosalia Blanche Schratz joined the Sisters of St. Francis from St. Joseph Parish in the Bloomfield section of Pittsburgh in September of 1935, and received the name Sister M. Marcellus. For most of her religious life, she taught children in the primary grades in schools staffed by the sisters in the Diocese of Pittsburgh, including those in Imperial, Butler and Midland. Everywhere she went she was dearly loved by children and to this day, many recall those early days of their lives under her loving guidance. 

After retiring from the classroom, Marcellus ministered in home health care at Our Lady Help of Christians/Corpus Christi in Pittsburgh, and later as a Montessori school staff member at St. Francis Medical Center in Pittsburgh. In 1991, she began working on the staff at Bry-Mard Apartments in Pittsburgh. Here she helped to prepare meals for senior adult who resided there. Her joyful spirit endeared her to the residents. Compassionate by nature, she helped them accept their sufferings and make their lives happier. She continued in this ministry until 2006, when failing health brought her to the Motherhouse where she joined the sisters in Prayer Ministry. 

One of Marcellus’ greatest joys during her teaching years was preparing children to receive the Sacraments for the very first time. Her joy mingled with theirs as they came to know and love the Lord more through Reconciliation and Holy Communion.

Marcellus always said that she talked everything over with the Lord. We trust that she continues to talk everything over with him in his loving presence.

