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Sister Dolores Ann May

March 14, 1920 - August 9, 2011
Sister Dolores Ann May, the former Dolores May, was born in Buffalo on March 14, 1920 and lived there until she entered the Congregation of the Sisters of St. Francis of the Third Order Regular, Williamsville in 1939.  She professed her final vows on August 19, 1944.

Sister Dolores Ann received a B.A. degree from Canisius College and a M.A. in Theology from the Catholic University of America.  She also attended Notre Dame, Fordham, and State University at Plattsburg for courses in Administration and Management.

Dolores Ann taught in the elementary schools of St. James and Visitation in Buffalo, and then later she taught and/or was guidance counselor at Neumann High School in Williamsville, Bishop O’Hern High School in Buffalo, and St. Mary’s High School in Lancaster.  For twelve years she was Director of Novices for the Sisters of St. Francis.

Recognized for her administrative abilities, she also spent a number of years as an Assistant Administrator at St. Mary’s Manor in Niagara Falls.

Most recently, Sister worked in community service and then was committed to a ministry of prayer.

Dolores Ann was a very gifted woman who was very generous with her gifts.  While she gave of herself in a variety of ministries such as teacher, administrator, guidance counselor and superior, it was her years as Director of Novices which speaks so well of who she was as a Franciscan woman religious.

For 12 years our congregation entrusted to her the novitiate formation of the young women seeking to become members.  Grounded in a deep life of prayer, she was an example to all.  One knew that she highly valued her vocation and she sought to pass that on to the novices entrusted to her care.  She led them with wisdom and humor, always trying to help them to lead a balanced life such as including a daily walk, learning to appreciate music, developing other interests, etc.  But she was tough.  Those who were her novices, no doubt at one time or another heard her, “Sister dear!”  But each novice knew that she was loved.  And she did this all during a time of challenge and questioning within the Church, so it was not an easy responsibility, but Dolores Ann took it very seriously.

As she sought to lead the congregation’s novices into a deeper relationship with our God, may she now know the fulfillment of her own call to be one with God.

A Mass of Christian Burial was offered at 9:30 a.m. Thursday, August 11 at St. Mary of the Angels in Williamsville, N.Y. 

