S. Cleopha Moeller

June 9, 1915 - February 24, 2010 
Just last spring, S. Cleopha celebrated her diamond jubilee – 75 years as a Sister of St. Francis – with the community, her family and friends.

On February 24 she left us to return to our God, but she left us with many beautiful memories – memories of love and service as a Franciscan woman religious – memories of closeness and endearment with her four brothers and four sisters and her extended family – memories of her God-loving parents.
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Cleopha entered our congregation from St. Basil Parish in Pittsburgh. She found great fulfillment as a primary teacher in Pittsburgh and also in Puerto Rico. Besides her expertise in teaching God’s little ones, she also shared her talents as a cook, a laundress, a seamstress and a nursing assistant in our health care unit at Mount Alvernia. During her early years in the congregation, she felt privileged to bake hosts which would be consecrated at Mass. 

Cleopha’s last ten years were spent in our health care unit in prayer, good example and patient suffering. 

One of her students of many years ago wrote the following message to her in a greeting card:

“I wonder, Sister Cleopha, if you realized what a good example you were to others, the wonderful way you lived your life, the unconditional kindness you showed others. All the things you did and what you were touched the lives around you. You were so sincere in your beliefs, so determined to be the sort of person God wanted you to be that people were inspired by you. They saw the satisfaction you got from your faith and the courage of your convictions that helped them on their way.”

What a wonderful way to remember a person who meant so much in one’s life! As we say our fond farewells, we, too, will remember Cleopha for the memories she has left with us. May she now rest in the loving arms of God.
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