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NECROLOGY

SISTER M. CATHERINE BURNS

JANUARY 11, 2009

On January 11, 2009 Sister Catherine Burns began her Eternal Life with her God that she had loved and had faithfully served for 76 years.  Her smile and quit wit endeared her to many. Her expertise as an elementary school teacher and principal brought, not only genuine respect but also honor when chosen to receive the St. John Neumann Award sponsored by the Federation of Catholic Schools.  This Award acknowledges Sister’s exemplary contribution to education. When Sister retired in 2001, she became a faithful volunteer at Francis House for the dying.

Sister M. Catherine Burns was born on July 9, 1916 and was named Patricia Burns. Her parents were Francis F. Burns and Catherine P.Dunn, both from Syracuse. NY. Sister entered the Sisters of St.Francis on September 8, 1933 from her home parish of St. Anthony of Padua. She made her Final Profession on August 22, 1939. She earned a B.A. Degree in Humanities from Le Moyne College in Syracuse, NY.

Sister’s long ministry in teaching began in 1935 at St. Joseph School in Camden, NJ. After 18 years Sister returned to the Syracuse Diocese, where she alternated as a teacher and as a Principal/Superior in various elementary schools in Baldwinsville, North Syracuse, Dewitt, Minoa and Syracuse.

A Mass of Christian Burial was held at 7:00 PM on Wednesday, January 14, 2009 at St. Anthony Convent Chapel 1024 Court St, Syracuse NY. Calling Hours preceeded the Mass, from  3:30- 6:30 PM at St Anthony Convent.

Burial in Assumption Cemetery followed an 8:30 AM farewell Service on Thursday,  January 15, 2009 at St. Anthony Convent Chapel.

Sister Catherine, may God hold you in the palm of His hand.

