S. Angela Briggs

June 17, 1918 – February 5, 2010
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Mary Angela Briggs, the eldest of three brothers and two sisters was born and raised in Pittsburgh’s North Side neighborhood where she attended Annunciation School. Mary Angela entered the congregation in September 1937 with touching recommendations from her pastor and high school principal.
Sister Angela (Bonaventure) served in the Diocese of Pittsburgh, Altoona-Johnstown and San Juan, Puerto Rico in the capacity of teacher, librarian and parish minister for 38 years and was sacristan at the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington, D.C. for eight years. Upon retirement, she returned to Mount Alvernia where she provided congregational service for a number of years before beginning full time prayer ministry.

Leisure time for Angela meant spreading devotion to the rosary by keeping her fingers busy making rosaries for the missions and hospital patients as well as for anyone who requested one. Angela also had a delightful laugh that would often accompany some of her stories about her life experiences.

Angela had a great love and emulation for the saints as her models for life, especially St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, whose biography she read several times. 

Thank you, Angela, for your life among us and may you be welcomed to your eternal home by the outstretched arms of Mary and her beloved son, Jesus. Rest in peace, dear sister.

