S. Andrea Wank
March 27, 1916 – December 4, 2010
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Quiet and gentle, prayerful and kind, pleasant and concerned about others -- this was our dear Sister Andrea. Andrea left her home in Pittsburgh’s Mount Oliver neighborhood to join the Sisters of St. Francis at Mount Alvernia in September 1933. Following her early education, she began teaching in the middle elementary classes in schools staffed by the sisters, and continued in education ministry for more than 60 years. During these years, she served as principal at St. Mary School in Pittsburgh’s Glenfield neighborhood for 8 years; teacher in Puerto Rico for 6 years, caregiver for family members for 2 years, and teacher at Mount Alvernia High School for 14 years. For 16 years, Andrea ministered as religious education coordinator at St. Wendelin School in Pittsburgh’s Carrick neighborhood.
When Andrea joined the sisters in prayer ministry in 1999, she continued to tutor students from Mount Alvernia High School for several years. Andrea loved to be with children and to teach and lead them in the way of the Lord. 

Andrea’s faith was very important to her. She came from a faith-filled family to a community that continued to foster her spiritual growth. She then reached out to spread the faith through her ministries.
Andrea loved to be with other sisters and enjoyed story-telling, as well as a good joke. She was an avid scrabble player with her long-time friend and Franciscan associate Betty Pakula.

Andrea always felt strongly and appreciated the support of her sisters in community in times when it meant so much, especially at the time of the deaths of her family members and friends. When she spoke about the community, she would make special reference to the very word community – in union with others. Sharing the joys and sorrows of one another was an important part of living out this community, a goal which was her dream.
May Andrea now rest in the loving arms of our God for all eternity.
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