S. Mary Josita Lanzano
May 11, 1916 – December 3, 2010
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Born to Anthony and Josephine Silio Lanzano, Mary Josita was given the name Lucy.  The third of seven children, she was baptized at St. Rosailia Church on June 18, 1916 and attended school in Brooklyn, N.Y.  She entered the Sisters of St. Francis of the Mission of the Immaculate Virgin in  1937 and made her final profession in 1942.  

St. Joseph’s School in New Rochelle, N.Y. was her first mission and she still had former students visiting her until a week ago.  She was a much loved teacher and child care giver.  Her days at Mount Loretto are also fondly remembered by boys that she nurtured and guided for so many years. In addition, Josita ministered at the former St. Agnes Hospital in White Plains, N.Y. and at the regional house.
Although Mary Josita did not enjoy the best of health during her lifetime, she was determined to live life to the fullest – and she did.  A good steak or pizza dinner were some of her great treasures. Her devotion to St. Joseph sustained her through all trying times and her family was always very important to her. 

As we say goodbye to our Mary Josita, we can be sure that she is enjoying the rewards promised long ago to those who are faithful to their life’s commitment.  
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