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SISTER VERA O’BRIEN

FEBRUARY 11,2007

A woman of patience, compassion and possessing a gentle manner is the way that Sister Vera lived her religious life. On February 11, the Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes, Sister went home to God. Her journey was filled with great love and devoted care to all that was asked. 

Sister Vera was born on June 26,1918 and was named Catherine O’Brien.  Her parents were David Francis O’Brien of Syracuse, New York and Esther Ellen Erwin of Phoenix, New York.  Their home was in Locke, New York, where Sister was born. She entered the Sisters of St. Francis on August 31,1949. She Made her Final Profession on August 31,1955. Prior to her entrance, Sister completed the Registered Nurse Program from Auburn Memorial Hospital in Auburn, New York.

Sister’s ministry was nursing, for twenty years; she served as a Registered Nurse at Mercy Hospital in Auburn, St. Francis Hospital in Hawaii and spent four years at Bishop Home in Kalaupapa, Molokai.  In January of 1971 she was assigned as a teacher and as a nurse at Maria Regina College, Syracuse, New York. In 1976, Sister was asked to be the Receptionist for the Motherhouse Complex. She served in this position for fifteen years. This particular assignment displayed the wonderful traits of Sister Vera, being organized, exact and always being able to handle the business of the task and still maintain, patience, kindness and respect to each individual. This was and always will be remembered. Sister lived her life in service to her God and showed this by her actions.

In 1991 Sister Vera retired from being the receptionist and still continued her service to others. At Jolenta Convent, the nurses remember her being at the door around 5:30 in the morning to open the door for the nurses coming to work. Truly she completed her wonderful journey and no doubt is still opening doors for others.

Calling hours were on Tuesday, February 13,2007 from 3:30-6:30 P.M. at St. Anthony Convent, 1024 Court Street. Following the wake, a Mass of Christian Burial was held at 7:00 PM. A farewell service was held the following morning at the Motherhouse Chapel. Burial in Assumption Cemetery will take place at another date, due to inclement weather. 

May She Rest in Peace.                                                                                                 

