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Sister Rose Marie Minetti

February 1, 1930 – September 24, 2008

In the last phrase of “The Canticle of the Sun,” St. Francis introduces Sister Death with the word “welcome.” 
S. Rose Marie began her welcome of Sister Death on the feast of the Stigmata.  Our chaplain, Father Gervase, in his homily, invited us to reflect on the internal marks of the wounds.

What were the internal marks for Sister Rose Marie?  I chose the following five:

     Openness to the struggle of acceptance of her infirmity
     Openness to patience in time of pain
     Openness to trust in the Sacred Heart of Jesus

     Openness to appreciation and gratitude to all who showered

Rose Marie, with love and compassion, on behalf of all of us, I would like to express thanks to the following sisters for their constant companionship with Rose Marie: Mary Ann Smith, Renee, Conchetta, Caroline, Marie Therese, Venard and Laura. I think of these sisters as Brother Leo and his companions in Rose Marie’s life.

The fifth mark for Rose Marie was: openness to surrendering her will to the will of God. How did Rose Marie receive these marks?  I believe she answered this question for us through the readings and songs she selected for this liturgy.  Her choices ranged from “New Life in Baptism” to “Everlasting Life in the Resurrection.”  Rose Marie’s deep faith enabled her to live the new life received in Baptism as a witness to others through her ministry of teaching for more than 45 years.  As an educator, Rose Marie extended this ministry to include mentoring co-workers and other adults she encountered through her involvement in parish activities.

Rose Marie grew in God’s love by what I call the three-fold way of St. Francis. Her selection of the Blessing of St. Francis would indicate the value of our common prayer life.  Through this blessing, Rose Marie places confidence in God to bless her life and the life of others and to give all of us the gift of his peace.

Her choice of the “Ave Maria” speaks well of her understanding of St. Francis’ relationship to Mary
as well as her own devotion to Mary.

Like Francis, the Eucharist was the center of Rose Marie’s life.  The songs “I am the Bread of Life” and “Panis Angelicus” revealed the daily source of her nourishment.

On September 24, Rose Marie entered her final resting place. On this date, for many years, the Church celebrated the feast of Our Lady of Mercy.  I have a sense that our Blessed Mother nudged her Son and said, “it’s time.”

Rose Marie stands before Jesus, Mary and Francis as spouse, daughter and sister where together they greet her with the phrase “welcome home.”
Today, the Church celebrates the feast of the archangels. Sister Rose Marie, we your sisters join the Archangels in praising God for your life among us and our final farewell phrase to you is: Enjoy your everlasting life as God holds you in the palm of his hand.  
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