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SISTER M. PANCRATIA ZOLLER
APRIL 14, 2008

On April 14, 2008, Sister Pancratia joyfully entered her eternal home. She was 104+11 months and decided that her mission was completed. The words Good and Faithful Servant described Sister’s misson in her beloved community. Her parents were Johann Zoller of Schmachtenberg, Germany and her Mother was Veronica Weiman of Eichenbahl , Bayern, Germany. Sister was born on May 19, 1903 in Schmachtenberg, Germany and was named Viktoria Zoller. She entered the Syracuse Franciscan Novitiate in Italy in 1929. Her Final Profession was August 26, 1936. Sister made her Final Profession at St. Anthony’s Motherhouse, Syracuse, NY

Sister Pancratia displayed strength and determination throughout her religious life. No task, no assignment was too difficult. Her marvelous skills in the culinary arts were well known. No doubt this skill came from her close family home life in Germany. Her Journey to the Syracuse Franciscans started in her home parish of St. John in Germany. The Franciscan Priests told her about our Franciscan Sisters in Rome, Italy and helped her in the process of becoming a Franciscan Sister.  In 1929 she left her family home to travel to Italy, entered the Novitiate that Mother Margaret had established just outside the walls of Vatican City.

Sister became a novice receiving the habit and her religious name on December 7, 1930.  Due to the conflict in Europe it was not feasible for German Citizens to live in Italy and Sister Pancratia, along with other Sisters from Germany were transferred to 1024 Court Street, Syracuse, NY. Sisters made her first vows in 1933 in Italy and her Final vows in 1936 in Syracuse, NY. In 1945 she became an American citizen

Sister was much more than the convent housekeeper and cook. She was a woman who had deep compassion and loyalty to her community. She showed this by her “giving spirit” doing her assigned duties. Many Sisters joyfully delighted in Sister’s baked goods and wonderful meals. She served in New Jersey, Oswego, St. Anthony’s Motherhouse, and her beloved Loretto Rest. Sister was missioned at Wilson Hall as a Prayer Minister in 1994.

The calling hours were held from 3:30-6:30 PM. A Mass of Christian Burial followed the calling hours. Burial in Assumption Cemetery followed an 8:30 AM Farewell Service held on April 17, 2008 at St. Anthony Convent Chapel at 1024 Court Street Syracuse, NY.

Sister, May you rest in God’s Peace.              

