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                           SISTER MARY WILMA HALMASY

On the quiet morning of June 27, 2006 the funeral procession of Sister Wilma slowly drove out of the Motherhouse gates.  The many family members and the Community members that were part of the procession were a testament of this small woman who was larger than life.  Her eyes spoke of her gift of compassion and of her artistic quality that she beheld.  Her love of beauty, song and nature were a part of her being.  As a nurse, she was a treasure to the sick and suffering of Molokai.  This was her paradise.  She gave of herself to the community of Kalaupapa.  In return, the members of the settlement gave to her their love.  She lived long enough to attend the Beatification of Mother Marianne.  Sister Wilma was and is a treasure to her beloved family and to her Franciscan family.


Born to Julius Halmasy and Mary Baumgartner, both of Hungary, Lillian entered the Franciscan order from her home parish, St. Mary’s, in Akron, Ohio on September 8, 1937 and professed Final Vows on August 20, 1943.


Sister graduated from St. Joseph Hospital School of Nursing and received her Bachelor of Science in nursing in 1961 from Catholic University of America.  In the early years of her ministry, she served at St. Elizabeth Medical Center, Utica; Mercy Hospital, Auburn; St. Joseph and Loretto Rest in Syracuse as well as St. Francis Hospital, Honolulu, Hawaii.  For over 30 years, at various times, Sister Wilma ministered at Kalaupapa Hospital in the Molokai Leprosy Colony in Hawaii.  Upon her return to Syracuse in 1989, Sister ministered at St. Francis Adult Day Care until she retired to Jolenta Convent.


Sister’s wake and Mass of Christian burial were held on Monday, June 26, 2006 at St. Anthony Motherhouse Chapel.  After a Farewell Service on Tuesday, June 27, 2006, in the Motherhouse Chapel, Sister was buried in Assumption Cemetery.


Aloha, Sister Wilma.  May you rest in peace.

