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SISTER MARY DAMIAN COOKINGHAM


Born June 15, 1927, Laura Cookingham grew up in Kenmore, New York and after high school graduation from Mt. St. Mary Academy, she entered the Franciscan Missionary Sisters of the Divine Child.  She wished to give the public school children what she had received in Catholic Schools.  She requested the name Sister Mary Damian.

Sister taught Religious Education in various Buffalo parishes.  She traveled to ten different parishes each week to teach in churches, church halls, rectory basements, on a school bus, in a Congregational Church, and in the homes of parishioners in Cattaraugus and Ellicottville, NY.  Her ministry included being a teacher and principal at Our Lady of Loretto, Immaculate Heart of Mary, and Divine Child kindergarten.  Leadership positions for Sister in her community were: Vicar General, and General Treasurer, 

She enjoyed crocheting, painting, listening to music, and traveling.  After a stroke, Sister Mary Damian moved into the Health Care Center at St. Mary of the Angels in Williamsville and was there when her community merged with the Williamsville Franciscans in 2003.  Sister Mary Damian celebrated her 70th Jubilee in 2005 and peacefully departed this life June 30, 2007 and her funeral Mass was from St. Mary of the Angels July 3, 2007.

