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SISTER MARIE GERARD HOFFMAN

For fifty years, Sister Marie Gerard Hoffman, OSF was an extraordinary English teacher who taught in Western New York, Puerto Rico, Hawaii and in Poland.  She knew how to make students learn, to make them discover, to make them create, and to make them laugh. She loved what she did and the hundreds of young men and women who were her students loved her back.

In September of 1997, Sister came to Sts. Peter & Paul to teach language arts part time.  She brought with her a great sense of humor, a command of the English language and a mind of her own.  She was one of the best teachers I have ever encountered in the thirty years I have been teaching.  I was humbled to be her principal.

If a student found nouns perplexing, Sister would compose a song to explain them and sing that song and encourage others to sing along with her.  Her students were so motivated that they performed the songs at a Spring Concert.

When reading Romeo and Juliet, Sister and her students would rewrite the play in modern day language to make it relevant to them.  They acted out Romeo and Juliet in class; they attended a performance in futuristic costumes; and they debated about which interpretation was more enjoyable.  

Students were always touched by Sister’s deep spirituality.  As an artist, she saw a beauty in articles and scenery around her.  She honed her students’ ability to see God’s presence in His creation.  

To Sister Marie Gerard there were no bright or slow students; there were young men and women who needed to be taught and they learned so well that they frequently won awards and earned accolades.

She was forced into retirement by a diagnosis of pulmonary fibrosis in 2000 but for awhile, despite her exhaustion and pain, she managed to continue tutoring and for the last two years of her life her students came to learn and/or just to see this remarkable woman.  After her death on August 2, 2004, her wake and funeral were filled with many of the young men and women she had taught.  Her memoirs The Road to Crackersville, has been published recently and is available at St. Mary of the Angles, Williamsville.
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