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                        SISTER M. CARMELITA RODRIGUEZ

The former Justina Rodriguez, one of five children, was born January 17, 1920 on her family’s sugar cane plantation in Rio Grande, Puerto Rico.  She earned her BA in education at the University of Puerto Rico.  A teacher in the public schools and a Religious educator in San Luis Rey Parish, Justina met our Sisters and was impressed with their dedication and joy.  Inspired by them, she began serious discernment of a vocation to religious life.  Those who knew Justina spoke of her openness to God’s grace, her responsibility as a Catechist, her love of children and her great generosity.  She entered the Sisters of St. Francis in 1964 and at reception became known as Sister Carmelita.


Sister Carmelita studied Catechetics and Pastoral Theology at the Catholic University at Ponce earning a certificate in Religious Education.  She shared her faith and formed many children as she prepared them for reception of the sacraments.  The children responded to her kind and gentle manner.


Sister also served as a Pastoral Minister in Puerto Rico and in Family and Community Service.  In 1999, Sister Carmelita returned to St. Mary of the Angels from her beloved Puerto Rican island.  Still filled with zeal for ministering to the poor, she tutored and directed special activities at St. Anthony of Padua in Greenville, SC. Sister Carmelita will be remembered for her love of nature especially birds and gardening.  But her greatest love was for our dear Lord and her religious community.  Her sisters were always special to her.

