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                     SISTER JEANNE MARIE SCHWARTZ
Sister Jeanne Marie Schwartz, who would have celebrated her 99th birthday on June 8, died peacefully in St. Mary of the Angels Health Center in Williamsville, NY on May 20th.  She would have celebrated her 75th anniversary as a Sister of St. Francis this coming October.


Born of Parents who left Germany as teenagers to come to America, she was the seventh of nine children in a very happy and supportive family from Latrobe, Pennsylvania.  Taught by the Benedictine sisters, she earned a business degree and worked for seven years in the office of a wholesale grocery store before entering the Sisters of St. Francis in 1932.  One of her sisters entered the Benedictine Sisters in Erie, PA.


Sister Jeanne Marie had always hoped she would not be asked to teach.  However, her ministry for 35 years was that of a teacher or a principal in rural, city and inner city schools.  She served as a local minister in various communities for 23 years and received a Nursing Home Administrator License and ministered in the health care field for 20 years.


In all of her various roles and endeavors she maintained a serenity and was able to find beauty and meaning in life itself.  She had a gentle manner and a love of parties and dancing.  She was a delightful person whether serving as a leader or a follower.


Sister Jeanne Marie came to St. Mary of the Angels in 1987 where she was responsible for medical records.  She will be remembered as one who was filled with gratitude for the past and hope for the future.

