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                                   SISTER IRENE GLATZ

I would like to begin by thanking S. Irene Glatz for writing her own eulogy.  She did this many years ago in a letter addressed to a senior class at graduation time.  Her words were a paraphrase of Ecclesiastes, Chapter 3:1-8.

Irene wrote:


There is a time for building,


A time for laughing,


A time for working,


A time for speaking and a time for silence


And there is a time for learning.

A Time for building:  In her 67 years of religious life, Irene was building her love for God, family, community, co-workers and students through daily faithfulness to participation in the Eucharist, community prayers and devotion to the blessed Mother.  Irene was also a good example of living the simple lifestyle of a Franciscan.

A Time for Laughing:  Irene had a great sense of humor that was enjoyed by all who knew her, including her students.  She smiled easily and was perhaps mischievous on occasion.

A Time for Working:  Irene was a very hard worker in whatever ministry she was assigned to do.  Her ministries were performed in what appeared to be endless energy and joy.  Even in times of relaxation, she worked hard.  She worked hard to win in playing cards and would only solve the most difficult crossword puzzles.  However, her time of avoiding hard work was to be found in reading a good book.

A Time for Speaking and a Time for Silence:  She often spoke words of encouragement, praise and gratitude.  She likewise knew how to listen to others’ opinions.

A Time for Learning:  Irene’s ministry in education covered many years.  She was an excellent science and math teacher.  One of her students from Puerto Rico, who now works for NASA, has kept in contact with her throughout the years.  The students from Puerto Rico admired her giftedness, but more importantly, they remember Irene for the respect and love she gave to them.

We, who were students of Irene in the United States, would readily agree with the Puerto Rican students.  We would also add that Irene was sensitive and very patient with students who found science and math very challenging.

Irene closed her letter with this prayer:  Through faith in God, others and self may you always have time for the beautiful and for the rights of others.

Irene’s final admonition was, “The time for loving is always.”

Note:  My eulogy was a reflection on a letter written by Irene to a graduation class in 1970.

S. Catherine Maureen O’Halloran
