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SISTER FRANCIS AGNES RYAN

DECEMBER 30, 2006

Michelangelo has stated that “The true work of art is but a shadow of the divine perfection..” On December 30,2006 Sister Francis Agnes left this earthly existence and, no doubt, danced her way into the welcoming arms of her Lord. She left a legacy of rich art that truly showed her means of communicating with her God. Her many treasures of stained glass mosaics, her magnificent water colors left one feeling  her working in the shadow of God. Sister ‘s love of God and St. Francis spilled over into her teaching, her compassion for the sick, and last, her great courage in acceptance of her illness. A Testament, of the essence, of this woman is found in her work. 

Sister Francis Agnes was born on October 23,1929 in Syracuse, New York. Her parents were Howard Ryan and Mary Agnes Dolan, both from Syracuse, NY. Sister was names Ruth Marie Ryan. She entered the Sisters of St Francis from her Home Parish of St. Therese Church, Syracuse, NY on September 8,1947. Sister made her Final Profession on August 19,1953.

Sister Francis Agnes’s higher education includes  a BS  in Humanities from LeMoyne College and an MA in Fine Arts from the university of Notre Dame in Indiana.  She was one of our first sisters to receive  an MA in Franciscan Studies from St. Bonaventure University. Before utilizing her brilliant gift of art of various media, Sister ministered as a teacher, including art, for 29 years at Convent School, Bishop Ludden High School, Oswego Catholic High School and St. Anthony School in Lorain, OH.

For the past 15 years, Sister served in Spiritual care at St. Joseph Health Center. Sister Francis Agnes is the artist who is known for her stained glass Mosaics in several churches and especially in St. Joseph’s Hospital lobby, St. Elizabeth Hospital in Utica and in the St. Anthony convent Motherhouse chapel hallway. Two niches on the side alter of the chapel house her Mosaics of St. Francis and St. Clare.

Calling hours were on Tuesday, January 2,2007 from 1:30-6; 30 PM AT St. Anthony Motherhouse, 1024 Court Street, Syracuse, NY.  A Mass of Christian Burial followed the Wake. Burial in Assumption Cemetery took place on Wednesday, January 3,2007; following a Farewell Service held at 8:30am in the Motherhouse Chapel.

May God hold you in the palm of His hand.

