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SISTER FRANCINE GRIES

JANUARY 24, 2007 

Sister Francine’s last 26 years of her Ministry were devoted to developing Hawaii’s first and largest Hospice program. July 25,2004, at her “Farewell” Luncheon, Sister William Marie said,” The lesson of Sister Francine’s Life is a gift to us.  Sister Francine does what she does quietly and effectively”. 

Sister had served as the executive director of the St.. Francis   Hospice Program since its inception in 1978.  Hawaii’s Catholic Herald quoted Sister Francine, “that in her 62 years as a religious, she tries to bring Christ into every aspect of her life and Christ’s peace to each patient and family member she touches.   Sister Francine believed every day was a gift from God and she used them well.  On January 24th, God welcomed this loving and faithful woman home and no doubt she enter her eternal home with her warm and loving smile that was a light for all, whom she encountered.

Sister Francine was born on June 12,1921 in Lorain, Ohio.  She was named Irene Loretta Gries. Her parents were Peter Gries of Michigan, and her mother was Anna G. Feldkamp of Lorain, Ohio. Sister entered the Sisters of St. Francis from her home parish of ST. Anthony Church in Lorain, Ohio.  Her date of Final Profession was August 20,1943.

Sister’s Ministry was in the field of Nursing   that began as a graduate of St. Joseph Hospital Nursing School. She received her B.S. from Boston University Cum Laud and her M.S. from Syracuse University in Nursing Administration. Sister served at Mercy Hospital for over 20 years and at St. Francis’s Hospital, Honolulu and at Kalaupapa, Molokai. In 1978 Sister was asked to come to St. Francis to start the Hospice Program. She spent the remainder of her Nursing ministry in devoted care of the patients at ST. Francis Hospice.

On February 11, the feast of our Lady of Lourdes, the Christian Burial Mass for Sister Francine was celebrated at St. Francis convent in Honolulu, Hawaii. Burial took place on February 12, at Diamond Head Memorial Park. Also on February 11, the Syracuse Franciscans celebrated a Memorial mass for Sister Francine at St. Anthony Motherhouse Convent.  .

May she rest in peace.

