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SISTER AQUILINE BEBERWYCK

Quietly, On July 20, 2005, Sister M. Aquiline went home to her God that she had served so faithfully.  Sister was truly a Franciscan woman who had enjoyed all aspects of her loving God.  God was found in her students that she led through “The intricacies of Caesar’s battles and Cicero’s orations.”  In her love of plants, especially African Violets, God was found as she produced many for the bazaars that were held.  God’s world also included the stray animals that Sister would find and love.  “When posed with the question: ‘Why did you come to the convent and why did you stay?’ Sister replied:  “I came because Our Lord invited me and I stayed because, after accepting His invitation, I would be very foolish to leave Him for anyone or anything else.” (Sister Veronice)


Sister M. Aquiline was born on November 2, 1909 in the Town of Schodack, NY and was named Anna.  Her parents were Emel Beberwyck and Freda Zollina of Germany.  She entered the Sisters of St. Francis from her home parish of St. Mary’s Church, Nassau, New York on February 8, 1928 and made her final profession on August 15, 1933.


Sister’s ministerial career was as a teacher.  She taught in various schools in Utica and Albany, NY and Honolulu, Hawaii.  Sister is most remembered by her students at Convent School, later known as the Franciscan Academy.  For over forty years, the students experienced Sister Aquiline’s skill, enthusiasm and the love of teaching. 


Sister’s wake and Mass of Christian was held on July 24th at St. Anthony Motherhouse Chapel.  She was buried on July 25th in Assumption Cemetery following a farewell service at St. Anthony Motherhouse Chapel.
