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Sister M. Gilbert Stagner
October 18, 1909 – March 3, 2008

Sister Gilbert entered the community from St. Augustine Parish in Pittsburgh.  During her early years in the community she taught children in the middle and upper elementary grades in schools staffed by the Millvale Franciscans in the Diocese of Pittsburgh. Later, she ministered as a high school teacher specializing in history in a number of our high schools. During her years in the classroom, she also served as principal at St. Ann School in Millvale, then at Corpus Christi School in Pittsburgh. After retiring from the classroom, Gilbert continued working with students as guidance counselor or librarian.

From 1986 to 1996, Gilbert ministered at Lambeth Apartments in Pittsburgh’s Lawrenceville neighborhood, where she visited the residents, tended to clerical work and served as a staff member. As with all her assignments, she thoroughly enjoyed her years at Lambeth. After leaving this assignment, Gilbert lived at St. Francis Convent, next to St. Francis Medical Center. Here, she made regular rounds through the hospital, stopping to visit and chat with patients. When St. Francis Hospital closed, Gilbert moved to Mount Alvernia where she joined the sisters in prayer ministry. 

Gilbert always had a great sense of humor and enjoyed being with other sisters and telling stories of “way back when.” She also enjoyed reading, shopping and an occasional visit to Eat ’n Park.

When Gilbert retired from her ministry at Lambeth Apartments, the manager, Liz McKenna said, “I marvel at the ability of these two women (Gilbert and Sister Lois, who ministered there with her) to adapt themselves to new environments, new technologies, new procedures and new personnel while remaining constant in their aptitude and commitment. They lend their character, compassion, wisdom and humor to any challenge, be it personal or professional.”

May Gilbert now rest in the loving arms of the Lord.

