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In Memoriam
Sister Rita Mary Mulhall

Sister Rita Mary went home to her God on March 27, 2010.  She left behind the memories of her years of devoted service to her community and in the hearts of those who loved her, memories of a loyal, loving individual that endeared herself to those she encountered.

Sister Rita Mary was born on November 16, 1924 to Bernard Mulhall of Dublin, Ireland and to Gertrude McGowan of White Hall, NY.  She was named Rita Mary.  Sister entered the Franciscan Sisters of Syracuse from her home parish of St. Mary Church in Gloversville, New York on September 8, 1947 and professed her final vows on August 19, 1953.

Sister received a B.S. in Reading from St. Rose College in Albany, NY and a M.S. in Reading from Scranton University.  Sister taught in several schools in Syracuse, Utica, Gloversville and Albany in New York State as well as in Camden, NJ and Ohio.  In August 1966, Sister was missioned in Hilo, Hawaii at St. Joseph High School from 1966-1973.  From 1973-1990 Sister taught in the Reading Clinic at St. Francis School in Honolulu, Hawaii.  In August 1990, she became the Director of the Resident Quarters at St. Francis.  In 1998, she was assigned as Hospitality Minister.

Sister Rita Mary’s last years were years of illness that no doubt brought many prayers to her community.  She loved Hawaii and on her 50th Jubilee she recalled her days of flying and having a fun loving life and she mentioned the bargains she made with God when she had a narrow escape while flying a Piper Cub.  The bargains she made with God led her to a Religious Life with the Syracuse Franciscans.  Truly, this was a vocation that our Sisters in Gloversville nurtured and encouraged Sister Rita Mary to fly with us on her journey to God.  Sister, your flight has ended; you have soared to eternal heights.

On Saturday, April 17, 2010 funeral services took place.  Calling hours were 9AM – 10AM.  A Mass of Resurrection was celebrated in St. Francis Convent Chapel at 10:00AM.  Monday, April 19, 2010 at 9:00AM  her burial took place at Diamond Head Cemetery, Hawaii.MAY GOD HOLD YOU IN THE PALM OF HIS HAND.

