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S. Rose Kroha (formerly Sister M. Xavier)
August 28, 1916 – June 12, 2009
Just a few short weeks after S. Rose celebrated her 75th anniversary as a Sister of St. Francis, she departed this life for her heavenly home. Rose was known for her years in nursing and teaching, but more so for her compassion and thoughtfulness for others. When she ministered as food supervisor in a number of convents, she would go to restaurants to gather more recipes that she could use for the sisters. When the sisters’ congregational attire was changed in the 1970’s, Rose learned how to cut hair so she could offer this service to the sisters. When anyone was ill, Rose was among the first to offer her care, concern and services. Many stories could be told of Rose’s friendliness, her creativity and her prayerfulness, toward everyone.
Rose enjoyed a unique sense of humor and often entertained sisters with her jokes, especially “Bible” jokes, and stories from her past in the community. One of her greatest joys was dressing up for Halloween or other special occasions. She would appear as a fashionable lady, a wise man, part of a camel, or whatever she might create for the occasion. She treasured a hat that had belonged to her mother and would sometimes wear it for a day-- just for fun.
Among our fondest memories of Rose is her love of music and her ability to play a few tunes on the harmonica. One of her favorites was “There’s No Place Like Home.” So often she would pull out her instrument and offer to play for visitors, groups of students, gatherings, or events, and she was always cheered on and encouraged to play more. We may wonder if, when she played her favorite song, her thoughts were on that “home” that she now enjoys. Rose was very prayerful and held a special place in her heart for our Blessed Mother, praying the rosary daily in her honor. May she now rest in the loving arms of our God and Savior. 
