Sister Cecilia Rotthoff
September 20, 1918 – August 29, 2011
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Little Rita P. Rotthoff first saw the light of day on September 20, 1918, the fourth child of John and Philomena Rotthoff, and was baptized at St. Leo Church in the North Side of Pittsburgh. After completing grade school classes at St. Leo School, she joined the Preparatory Class at Mount Alvernia and then joined the community, and became known as Sister M. Cecilia. 
For most of her religious life, Sister Cecilia taught in elementary and junior high school classes. In 1995, she was one of twenty recipients (out of 600) of the “Thanks to Teachers” program sponsored by KDKA-TV. After leaving the classroom, Sister Cecilia found another niche in the pastoral care program at St. Francis Medical Center, where she delighted in visiting with patients, comforting them and praying with them.  Her outgoing, compassionate and understanding nature was welcomed by patients, staff and administration. 

In 2002, when St. Francis Medical closed its doors, Sister Cecilia moved to St. Francis Convent in Millvale, where she found yet another niche in the day care and learning center. . She was equally comfortable in cuddling and soothing an infant, teaching young children or ministering to the sick and elderly at the hospital. Wherever she was, she ministered with a joy-filled and sincere concern for all she met.
When she could no longer care for the little ones, Sister Cecilia found another niche awaiting her with the sisters in prayer ministry. She was always happy to be asked to pray for someone’s intention. In whatever ministry Sister Cecilia served, she made a big impression on those who spent time with her through the many prayers and blessings she bestowed on them.
Now we ask God’s blessing on Sister Cecilia and to take her safely home. We will miss her unique presence among us, her sense of humor, her love of music, her friendliness and her story-telling. May she rest peacefully in the gentle and loving presence of our beloved Lord.
