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S. Barbara Neigh
February 17, 1920 – April 13, 2009

On February 17, 1920, Mary Catherine Neigh, the fifth of six children was born to Charles and Clara and welcomed by her brothers, Joseph, Leonard, Charles and Alfred. Mary would have the pleasure of welcoming her younger sister, Claire into the world. On April 13, 2009, her entire family would have the pleasure of welcoming her into the Eternal Kingdom.

At a young age, Mary decided to join the Sisters of St. Francis in Millvale. Members of the congregation had taught her during her elementary and high school years at St. Wendelin School in Butler, Pa. and at Mount Alvernia High School. Upon entering the community, she became known as Sister Barbara. During the first few months of her ministry as a sister, Barbara tried her hand in the school of nursing, but quickly decided this was not the ministry for her. She turned to teaching and remained in that ministry for the next thirty-plus years, specializing in high school social studies. During this time she also served as principal at the former St. George High School for six years. After leaving the classroom, Barbara served as diocesan educational consultant for the next eleven years. 
Upon completion of this ministry, Barbara became a staff member at Boy’s Hope in Phoenix, Ariz. and later at All Saints Parish in Mesa, Ariz. The next few years she served as a staff member at St. Francis Hospital in Columbus, Ga., before coming to St. Francis Medical Center in Pittsburgh’s Lawrenceville neighborhood to serve as facilitator in the Continuous Quality Improvement (CQI) Program. After the closing of St. Francis Medical Center, Barbara continued to offer her services mentoring new congregational members and in hospitality. 
Barbara lived with a total trust in God. At one time she said, “I entrust my entire life to him; I have signed the blank page for the future and have accepted whatever God puts there.” Little did she know, or little did we know, that she would be taken from us so suddenly, that she would experience a life-changing instant – an instant of transition, a crossing to a more complete union with God. Yet, we know that she was preparing for this daily as she endeavored to live as Jesus did:

at the service of others;

faithful to God’s command that she love and forgive others as God has loved and                                           forgiven her;


becoming a disciple who lived by the Sermon on the Mount;


celebrating the Eucharist in memory of Jesus;


employing her talents to build up the body of Christ;


convinced of God’s love for her and trusting God utterly to take care of her.

Although we are saddened and numbed by Barbara’s sudden passing, we praise and thank God for the gift she has been to all of us, and we pray that she rest peacefully now in his loving arms.
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