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SISTER MARY GRACE ORTNER, OSF
April 11, 1921 – August 5, 2009

Sister Mary Grace Ortner, the former Edna Ortner of Darien Center, NY embraced Sister Death on August 5, 2009 at St. Mary of the Angels Health Center in, Williamsville, NY.
Sixty years ago, Edna entered the congregation of the sisters of St. Francis. Inspired by the spirit of St. Francis of Assisi, she accepted the Rule of the Brothers and Sisters of the Third Order Regular of St. Francis. In Chapter IX of that rule it says, “In that love which is God all the brothers and sisters, whether they are praying or serving or working, should strive to be humble in everything.” 

What an example we have had of a humble woman! Her feet were rooted in the earth and there was not a pretentions bone in her body. She did not seek privileges or acclaim for herself nor did she like crowds and a lot of fuss. Rather she just wanted to live simply, quietly and prayerfully.
Having earned her B.S. in Education, Sister Mary Grace’s teaching career included schools in Buffalo, Cheektowaga, Lancaster, Orchard Park, Strykersville, and Springbrrok, NY. In the fall of 1980 Sister Grace came to St. Mary of the Angels where she assisted in Community Services in various departments.

Mary Grace’s motto was “a place for everything and everything in its place. Once she entered the health center you would usually find her praying or reading or doing her puzzles. She learned to accept quietly the burden of her poor health, trusting God through it all. She loved nature and took great delight in the little animal figures she had in her room. She appreciated visitors and would thank each for coming as they took leave of her. She was grateful for the loving care of the nursing staff and her one pride was her family. She loved showing off their pictures. She was a humble, beautiful woman.

Mary Grace, thank you for your love and your example. While we will miss you, we are grateful that you are no longer suffering. We love you. May you know the fullness of God’s love. 
