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SISTER GRETCHEN GILROY

DECEMBER 4, 2008

God knew well the plans He had for Sister Gretchen and on December 4, 2008 they were fully achieved when Sister went home to God, She no doubt was greeted with “Well Done, my faithful servant”. Throughout Sister’s Religious life - no task was too much - no task was ever left undone. This quiet woman lived her religious life in duty to faithfulness.  She took on major tasks and left her mark of excellence.  Her faithfulness to her religious life extended to her family and her loving friends.

Sister Gretchen was born on August 21, 1935 to Francis Henry Gilroy and Margaret Hanrahan, both from Utica, NY.  Her name was Rosaleen Gilroy. She entered the Sisters of St Francis from her home parish of Our Lady of Lourdes Church on February 2, 1959 and professed her Final Vows on August 20, 1966.

Sister’s higher education included an RN diploma from St. Joseph Hospital School of Nursing; and Master’s degree in Nursing education and Administration from Syracuse University and the University of Notre Dame.  

Sister was on the staff of St. Joseph School of Nursing in Syracuse for 13 years, both in teaching and Administration.  Following those duties Sister joined Fr. Bruce Ritter in developing and Operating Covenant House for run-away teens in New York City.

From1976 and for five years, Sister was elected to the General Council of the Sisters of St. Francis. In 1982, she was awarded an Honorary Doctor of Humanities degree from Duquesne University based on her supervisory and management service in Covenant House and Under 21 in New York City                                                                             

for nine years. At that time Sister Gretchen was Executive Director of the program, Under 21.   

In 1988, Sister was the Director of the Office of Aids Ministry in the archdiocese of Boston.   In 1990 she left that post to become the CEO of St. Francis Medical Center West in Honolulu, Hawaii where she served for 14 years.  In 2003, Sister returned to Syracuse to become the Chairperson of the Sponsorship Board of the Sisters of St. Francis to oversee all Community – sponsored ministries. Despite being seriously ill, Sister diligently served her Community.

Calling Hours were held on December 8, 2008 at St. Anthony Convent Chapel from 3:30-6:30pm. A Mass of Christian Burial followed at 7:00 pm. 

On Tuesday, December 9, 2008 a Farewell service was held at 8:30AM in St. Anthony Chapel. Burial in Assumption Cemetery was held at 8:AM on December 12, 2008.

Sister Gretchen, May the Lord hold you in the Palm of his Hand.

