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Sister Judith Miller

May 7, 1927 – August 10, 2011

Sister Judith Miller, a Sister of St. Francis for 62 years embraced Sister Death on August 10, 2011 in St. Mary of the Angels Health Care Center, Williamsville, N.Y.  


Born Leona Mabel Miller in Cleveland, Ohio, she entered the congregation in 1949.  She earned her bachelor’s degree in Elementary Education from Mount St. Joseph’s Teacher’s College in Buffalo and later received her certification.

The joy of her life was teaching and working with young children.  Her 49 years of teaching in the primary grades began at SS. Peter and Paul’s in Hamburg.  She taught in numerous other schools including St. Francis in Tonawanda, Holy Name in Buffalo, St. Mary’s in Swormville, Sacred Heart in Bowmansville, and SS. Peter and Paul in Williamsville.  She also taught in the Country Park Pre-Kindergarten in Williamsville.  

Her latest ministry was one of prayer and presence in the Health Care Center at St. Mary of the Angels.

Sister Judy had many loves and ways of being open to God and celebrating God’s love. She loved her family, her nieces and nephews and their children. Her room was filled with their pictures.  She called her work with young children the love of her life. Judy loved the outdoors and nature. When she was well she walked a great deal and prayed outside. She enjoyed all of creation, especially dogs. Even her last days found her in her chair gazing out her window and watching the occasional dog being walked outside. Judy had her own way of enjoying God’s embrace of love.

For 19 years Judy dealt with and suffered with cancer. She dealt with these sufferings with great determination and resourcefulness. She has taught all of us many lessons and challenged us to be true to our own special ways of knowing and celebrating God’s love in our lives.  We thank her for not giving up and for encouraging us to simply be ourselves before God. 

A Mass of Christian Burial was offered on August 15 in the chapel of St. Mary of the Angels, 201 Reist St., Williamsville, N.Y.

