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 SISTER MARY AUDREY REIL

An ardent devotee of the Blessed Mother, Sister Mary Audrey died on the Feast of Juan Diego and was buried on the beautiful Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe.  She developed an interest in Mariology and pursued information on the Mother of Jesus and was accepted by the International Marian Research Institute at the University of Dayton. There, she participated in an independent Guided Marian Studies Program.  She shared what she had learned in various talks to her Franciscan Sisters and Associates and the Buffalo Area.

Born in Buffalo to Michael and Josephine Reil, she and her brothers Donald and James received their elementary education from the Sisters of St Francis.  After high school graduation, her BS and MS degrees were in education.  Further studies took place during her assignment in the Puerto Rican Mission. Among former students who attributed their love of the missions to her, were a priest ministering in Bolivia and a nun who taught in Brazil.   Her ministries included teaching, being an organist, choir director, accounts payable bookkeeper, and community service experiences.

Sister believed that her love for books began at the age of two.  Along with biographical and historical reading, she enjoyed gardening, crocheting, classical music, genealogy research,, Mariology, and philately.

Her funeral service was preplanned by her and focused on Mariology and was very inspiring.  After 65 years as a member of the Franciscan Congregation of St. Mary of the Angels, Sister Mary Audrey Reil was buried in the community cemetery on Reist Street,  Williamsville December 12, 2006.
