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Obituary Sister Mary Leo Knauber
March 9, 1925 – March 14, 2009
Sister Mary Leo Knauber, a Sister of St. Francis for 55 years who spent many years in education, died March 14, 2009 in St. Mary of the Angels Health Care Center, Williamsville, NY.

Born Marie Knauber in Lancaster, NY, she entered the congregation in 1943 and how special it was for her to be able to share religious life with her own sister Grace. She earned her bachelor’s degree in education at Cansius College in Buffalo and later studied at the University of Puerto Rico. This humble woman spent the next 38 years of her life touching the lives of children in elementary schools​ “bringing”, as she said, the ‘Good News’ of Christ and His kingdom to children.” She began at St. James and later taught at the German Roman Catholic Orphanage, Holy Name and St. Agnes, all in Buffalo. She taught at Most Holy Redeemer and Our Lady Help of Christians in Cheektowaga. She also influenced young children at Catholic schools in Strykersville, Elma, Gardenville, Orchard Park, Springville, Tonawanda, Lancaster, Sheldon and West Valley. Her final service in education was at Madre Cabrini in San Juan, Puerto Rico.
When she lived at St. Mary of the Angels in the ‘80’s, when we were housing refugees, she enjoyed tutoring their children. She was amazed with the friends she made” Catholics from El Salvador, Hindus from Sri Lank, Moslems from Somalia and a Buddhist family from China. Mary Leo’s most recent ministry was that of prayer. She also was corresponding and being a prayer companion to a man in prison.

She once said that life for her had been much like “the Weaver’s Arabian rug. I see only the threads, many dark with little pains and sufferings but interspersed with real bright colors of intense joy and peace.” And she hoped some day that God would show her the finished product. “I await that joyous day”
Thank you, Mary Leo. Now you know the beautiful “Arabian Rug” that you became and that you were for all of us.

A Mass of Christian burial was offered on March 19, 2009 at St. Mary of the Angels Convent in Williamsville, NY.
